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TEN YEARS IN THE TRAINING BUSINESS
As East Lancashire based Specialist Training & Consultancy Services starts its tenth year, it not only retains its original management team, but also its enthusiasm for the training business.   "When we started we were confident that we could offer training provision for local businesses that was different and better to what was available  before," says Managing Director Tim Barker.  "We certainly feel we have achieved that in the last ten years and the same philosophy has enabled us to greatly increase our product portfolio since."
Specialist now offers over eighty course and consultancy products.  This is likely to expand even more rapidly soon with the advent of the Driver's Certificate of Professional Competence (Driver CPC). This is a qualification required by all drivers of large vehicles from 10 September this year (for bus and coach drivers) and 10 September next year (for lorry drivers).  "Driver CPC will bring massive changes to the world of transport training," comments Operations Director Nicola Dugdale. "Specialist has built on its regional reputation as a provider to the Transport Industry, and is determined to be a national player for the Driver CPC qualification."  
Another recent area of expansion for the company has been beyond these shores!   "Within the last year we have seen a massive increase in the business we are doing in the Arab world." says Nicola, "In particular we have established a regular series of specialised dangerous goods courses in Qatar. Most of these are being carried out by Mark Butterworth, who has earned the nickname Lawrence of Arabia, because of the frequency of his Middle Eastern excursions!"

Specialist will not rest on its laurels.  While other Lancashire training providers have struggled to come to terms with the changing business landscape, Specialist has been able to adapt to it and continue to grow.  An expanding portfolio, expanding markets and a well structured and positive approach to business growth suggest that the next ten years should be even more successful than the first.  

To find out what Specialist Training can offer your company, visit their website at www.specialisttraining.co.uk

