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DRIVER CPC UPDATE

Everyone is now saying it!  The take up of Driver CPC training is nowhere near as fast as it needs to be to avoid the dreaded 2013 / 2014 "training log jam."   Over 362,000 days of training have been carried out so far. This sounds a lot until you compare it with the estimated 2,950,000 days that are needed for compliance by 2013 / 2014.

So far 7,862 cards have been issued (by the beginning of March this year).   This means that many people have completed at least 35 hours of training.  If other training companies are anything like Specialist, a lot of them will be trainers getting their hours in first!   All Specialist's trainers are either currently in possession of their DQC or are waiting for it to arrive.   Of course the numbers holding DQCs will rocket in 2013 and 2014 as the final hours of Driver CPC are completed.  And here lies the problem.  Too many companies are leaving it until the last few years to carry out the training.  Leaving aside the issue that this "cramming" approach misses an opportunity to get the best value from the training, the log jam in the final few years will have a far greater financial and operational cost. 

In the first year of Driver CPC for the Bus and Coach Industry (2008 - 2009), it was estimated that only 55% of drivers completed their first 7 hours of training.  A slightly lower figure has been estimated for the Goods Vehicle Industry in its first year (2009 - 2010).   This shortfall seems similar and therefore at first glance would seem to have similar implications for both industries come the end of the first five years (2013 and 2014 respectively).   In reality this is not the case however, and a number of crucial factors have to be taken into account.  75% of the passenger transport industry is comprised of the "big players."  Arriva, Stagecoach, First Bus, WA Shearings and the like. They have considerable capacity in their internal training organisations and are already dramatically increasing their throughput of trainees.  It is unlikely that they will be behind the game come September 2013.  The 25% of smaller companies are also now starting to increase their take up of training.   In the Goods Vehicle Industry however, two problems exist which will make the "log jam" all the more likely, and all the more difficult for those who leave it late. The Goods Vehicle Industry has nearly three times as many drivers as the Bus and Coach Industry plus its profile is almost exactly the opposite, ie only 25% are the "big players" and 75% are the small and medium enterprises.  Not surprisingly it is this latter group in particular that is dragging its feet.    
It can't be stressed enough!  If you haven't started planning your training yet GET A MOVE ON!   Of course Specialist will do our best for our customers even if they come to us at the last minute, but now is the time to plan your Driver CPC training so that it follows a logical progression, has minimal operational impact, is reasonably priced and most important of all, benefits your drivers and your organisation!   
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