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THE POWER OF VOSA!
From March 2011, the Vehicle Operator Services Agency (VOSA) has had the power to stop vehicles in Scotland without police attendance. This brings it in line with the rest of the UK.   This news prompted us to have a look at the existing (and future!) powers of VOSA. 
VOSA are more than the old Vehicle Inspectorate with bells on!   VOSA came into existence in April 2003.   Its role is to provide a range of licensing, testing and enforcement services with the aim of improving the roadworthiness standards of vehicles and ensuring the compliance of operators and drivers with road traffic legislation.  They are also the main agency supporting the Traffic Commissioners.  Recent moves to link the two agencies together came to nothing and the TCs are still fiercely independent.    The reliance on VOSA to conduct the day to day work of compliance and enforcement is unquestioned however.  The powers of VOSA include:

· MOT - VOSA supervises the MOT testing scheme conducted in garages nationwide. 

· Licensing - Provision of administrative support to the Traffic Commissioners’ in considering and processing applications for licenses to operate lorries and buses.

· Bus Registration - VOSA provide administrative support to the Traffic Commissioners in the registration of local bus services.
· Testing and Inspections - VOSA conduct statutory annual testing for lorries and buses at designated test stations. 
· Enforcement and Compliance - The area the drivers dread! VOSA call this "supporting the Traffic Commissioners to help them make informed decisions on operator licensing, vocational drivers and bus registration requirements and identifying operators against whom it may be appropriate to take disciplinary action."  This is the most visible way most drivers and operators see VOSA, in the marked van that pulls them over for inspection and makes them nervous!  Amongst other things, VOSA will conduct routine and targeted checks on systems designed to check compliance with road traffic legislation (e.g. drivers’ hours and load weights).

· Accident investigation and technical research - Not many people are aware of the vital role VOSA plays in technical investigations into potential manufacturing or design defects, highlighting safety concerns and monitoring safety recalls. 
Like many Government similar Government agencies, for example the HSE, VOSA is extremely powerful and has increasingly strong powers to use against drivers and operators if they wish.  However, as a rule VOSA prefers to assist companies to get it right rather than police and punish them for getting it wrong.   It has certainly been our experience, and the experience of many of our clients that VOSA's default position is to offer help and assistance first and only bring out the big stick if this is ignored!   If you are not familiar with all that VOSA does, it is worth a look at their website www.dft.gov.uk/vosa/.   Its also worth downloading their very informative newsletter "Moving On" available from the same website.  
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